Roundup Reply to Roddy@rodandbens.com for roundup comment.
February Rainfall 5.25inches
March Rainfall 3.975 inches
Reflection on the Election.

Last night the Animals here on the farm voted, it’s their bi annual vote. It’s their chance to oust the farmer (me) from control, I have narrowly hung on to my seat for the last two years. Last night we all won, we are going to run the farm together. The pigs claimed victory, the cockerel was confused and the Dexter cattle made it clear that they were heavily in calf and there voting turnout percentage was down. The sheep were unaware what they were voting for, some things never change. Hopkins the horse complained of collick, but the real story goes to the insects and the bacteria, who explained that unless we all work together we were doomed. 

With this in place, the new policies are very similar to the old ones, the pigs have decided to give every one another bank holiday, and the Bees have asked for a day off, as yet no other party has asked the farmer what he wants, so he will probably keep trying to quietly learn to grow food, in the hope that one day, we realise how important that commodity is.
Enough of this cynicism, the irrigation has been turned on and then turned off, it has been incredibly dry, and cold. Which is not great for plant growth, crops in the field such as early cauliflower and cabbage are just starting to get away, I have covered them in fleece (a big duvet) but the night time temperature is still dropping to well below 5 degrees, the soil is still colder than normal for this time of year. This week we have had a very welcome dropof rain. The tunnels how ever look terrific. Best bunched carrots that I have grown, the variety Ya Ya, has won my vote, (but they did stand for election,) the leaf stands upright, and the root, the all important root, is of good shape and flavour, in a couple of weeks we will have carrots from the tunnel.

I am trying this year not to use the plough, this is a mindset change for me, I love the plough, its action the way that it goes through the soil, the noise it makes, the subsequent smell freshly ploughed ground makes, the colour of the soil as it comes to the surface, and its amazing ability at giving the grower a fresh start, a blank canvas, the start that allows fresh new growth, with out the competition from the weeds. I am instead using a ripper, this a large tinned cultivator which can be pulled through the soil faster and should leave the ever important soil structure in better shape, but it will not get rid of the trash so I have to prepare the ground well in advance of planting, this is a gamble for I do not want to lose any of the vital nutrients that I have so fastidiously stored in the soil in the last few years. They are there for the plants to enjoy, and for us to benefit from fit healthy vegetables for our tables.

I am sending a few cattle to be slaughtered, if you want to taste the finest beef available please go on to the website and order some. The turkeys will be arriving in 6 weeks time, and if you know what your doing at Christmas, which may sound strange but I expect my mother has already booked her ticket. Then please book early for your turkey, you can always change the size of the bird, but would be good to know    
Farm walks, I have committed to three of them this year, in advance, they are all on Sundays, start at 12.30 for soup tea and cakes, followed by a gentle stroll round farm with frequent stops for chatting. They are Free. The dates are 23rd of May 5th September and the 21st of November. Everyone welcome, would be good to see as many of you as possible.

Four legs good two legs just as good, but different.
All the best Rod and remember the future belongs to the organized.

